Three cases of autoimmune hepatitis in HIV-infected patients.
Autoimmune hepatitis (AIH) is an uncommon liver disease that has previously been reported only 4 times in HIV-infected patients. Our report describes 3 new cases of AIH, 2 probable, and 1 definite. Two of these cases developed while the patient was virologically suppressed on antiretroviral therapy. Liver biopsy findings were critical in establishing the diagnosis of AIH. Because abnormal liver function tests in HIV-positive patients are often ascribed to antiretroviral medications and/or comorbid conditions, AIH may be underdiagnosed in this population. These cases underscore the value of liver biopsy in evaluating hepatitis of unclear etiology in HIV-positive patients. The clinical course of these cases also suggests that standard immunosuppressive therapy for AIH remains the optimal treatment regimen, even in HIV-positive patients.